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1858.] MEMOIR OF JOSEPH CURTIS. 567 

aim of the builders, so early do roofs leak, and walls settle, and floor- 
timbers yield, and doors and partitions shrink. Many are the struc- 
tures, whose members less support one another than break one an- 
other's fall, and whose continued existence is due to a certain vis inertia. 
The book before us fulfils the promise of its title, and cannot fail of a 
grateful reception with all carpenters who are intelligent enough to use 
it, and those who are not so are out of their place when they profess to 
be master-workmen. 



20. — The Coopers : or, Getting under Way. By Alice B. Haven, 
Author of " No such Word as Fail," " All 's not Gold that Glistens," 
etc., etc. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1858. 12mo. pp. 336. 

This is a plain story of a young married pair by no means highly 
endowed or possessed of interesting traits of character, — a bank-clerk 
of limited culture and a wife but very little his superior. The tale 
gives a lifelike narrative of their trials and straitnesses at the outset, 
their honest endeavors to overcome them, their profiting in the stern 
school of painful experience, the gradual growth of their domestic 
capacities and virtues, and the accession of the crowning grace of sin- 
cere Christian piety. This unambitious plot is naturally developed in 
such a way as to be eminently suggestive of prudent counsel, high 
motive, and strenuous endeavor, while the author never assumes the 
didactic form, but moralizes only by the skilful collocation of actions 
and their consequences, incidents and their issues. 



21. — Memoir of Joseph Curtis, a Model Man. By the Author of 
" Means and Ends," " The Linwoods," " Hope Leslie," " Live and 
Let Live," etc., etc. New York : Harper & Brothers. 1858. 16mo. 
pp. 200. 

Joseph Curtis, never a rich man, and at times very poor, exerted 
an amount of benevolent activity, and accomplished an amount of good, 
which left him in the city of New York few equals and no superiors. 
Unlike too many philanthropists, he suffered his charity to begin at 
home, and his domestic affections were the laboratory of a more diffu- 
sive kindness. He was the most active member of the Manumission 
Society of New York, and is believed to have been mainly influential 
in the final abolition of slavery in that State. He was, not by pecu- 
niary donations, (for these were then beyond his power,) but by perse- 
vering effort, virtually the founder of the House of Refuge for Juvenile 



